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& A Proclamation for preuenting the decayes of 


Churches and Chappels for the 


time to come. 


22 —— xcellent MAIESTIE hauing of late taken 
lle Kings moſt Exce 5 | 80 
4 — —— ſpeciall notice of the general detayes and ruinesof Pariſh Churches 
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5 22 9 AY L and Chappels in many parts of this Kingdome, and that by Law the 
IB, (ante ought to bre repairedand maintained from time to time, at the 
N 7 ) ( pꝛoper charge of the Inhabitants and occupiers of Lands within 
0 27 Tj SG %2 \| thoſe Pariſhes aud Chappelries reſpecttuely, who being altogether 
t< zo W245, careiefle of their duties therein, haue in many plates wilfully neglec- 
> 8 PA, 4g | tedtheſame, when with alittle charge lealonably beſtowed in time, 
. they might eaſily pꝛeuent thole great ruines, Which afterwards grow 
\< LD 2,/}| mote heauy to be luppoꝛted by their own defaults, and ſomtimes thoſe 
Churches and Chappels are by them purpoſely ſuffered to runne into 
ſuch extreame ruine and decay ont of hope to obtaine ſome generall Collection, whereby to ſpare 
themſelues, and to get the Wozke, Which they are bound to doc by law, to bee done by the com- 
_ - of others, ſuch Collections hauing been of late peeres moze frequently granted then 
heretofoze, 

His Maieſtie therefoꝛe taking this matter into His Pꝛincelp conſideration, and holding it a 
great diſhonour to our Chꝛiſtian pꝛokeſſion, that the conſecrated plates of Gods wozſhip and 
Diuine Seruite are no better looked vnto doth by this HisP2oclamation ftraitly charge andcom⸗ 
mand all Archbiſhops, Biſhops, Archdeacons, and others to whom it may appertaine , That 
they take ſpectall care, each of them within his owne limits and Jurildiction, that this point of 
keeping and vpholding the Churches and Chappels from time to time, in good, decent, andſub- 
ſtantiall repatre, bee exactly and duely perkoꝛmed, and therein not to rely bpon the Churchwar- 
dens Pꝛeſentments, who to ſaue themlelues and their neighbours from charge, will eaſily omit 
to make knowen the decates of their Churches and their owne defaults, but either by themlelues 
inperſon, oꝛ by their Offictals, oz other perſons of wozth and truſt, to take view and ſuruey of 
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the Churches and Chappels within their leuerall Juriſdictions, and where they linde oughta- 
mille, to cauſe the lame to bee ſpeedily aud carefully amended, and to limit and appoint ſet dayes 
foꝛthe doing thereof, that no needfull wozke bee deferred too long, and to vſe the power of the 
Ectleſiaſticall Courts foꝛ putting the ſame in due execution. Willing and requiring alſo all His 
Maieſties Judges ofthe Common Law. to bee very carefull and warp, that in theſe caſes which 
concerne the repatre of Churches and Chappels accozdingtothis His Maieſttes Paincely tare, and 
Royall commandement, the good wozke vndertaken in the Eccleſtaſticall Courts bee not inter⸗ 
rupted, by their too eaſie granting of Pꝛohibitions, which, as with other caſes, fo eſpectally in 
this, would not be granted, but vpon Weighty and great cauſe, and vpon ſtrict and due exami⸗ 
nation. 

Aud to take away from the ſaid Jnhabitants and-Land-holders of Pariſhes, the hope 
which they haue Heretofoze had to reliene themlelues by publique Collections. as alſo to pꝛeuent 
the cauſeleſſe burthening of His louing Subiects, not lyable by the Law to the ſaid reparations, 
His Maieſtie hereby doeth further charge and command the Lozd Keepcr of the Great Seale of 
England, that from hentefooꝛth no Letters Patents be granted, noꝛ ſuffered to paſſe the Seale fo? 
any Collection foꝛ the repapꝛing oꝛ new building of any Churches oꝛ Chappels.ozthe Steeples of 
the lame, excepting onelp incaſe ot caſualtie by fire, oz extraoꝛdinarie violence of Tempeſt, where- 
by the ſaid Churches, Chappcls, oz Steeples, areſuddenly,withoutthe Pariſhtoners default, ſo 
greatly decayed, as the Jnhabitantsand Land-holdersarenot able without helpe of others, to 
repavꝛe 02 new build the ſame. 

All which his Pateſtte doth will and command to bee from hentefoꝛth duely and ſtrictly ob- 
ſerued, as wel by the laid Loꝛd Keeper foꝛ his part, as by the laid Archbiſhops, Biſhops, Judges, 
and others fo: their parts, as they tender His Maieſties good pleaſure and Ropall Commande- 
ment, that the great (nconuenience, and diſhononrof ſuffering the houſes of Gods wozſhip and 
ſeruite, to runne into ruine and decay amonglt vs, may be hereafter carefully pꝛeuented. 


Giuen at his Mateſties Honour of Hampton Court, the eleuenth day of October, in 
the fift yeere of His Reigne, of Great Britaine, France, and Ireland. 


God ſaue the King. 
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ters to the Kings moſt Excellent Maieſtie. 
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